Network of Mutuality: 50 Years ‘Post- Birmingham

Presented here are a few of the historical references that influenced some of the artwork in the show

Runaway Slave Netifications gl 80 b @ )
Diuriens sy, sbive mwtrers el o hisoe ﬁmfﬂ?&wf

v tisere al Fwagpagmrs that offgred

lon-Vi

Mon-vidlent probests during the Cnil Rights
Mmement were often oon fronted with police force
Protesters were sometmes dispersad usng fire
hases, threatened and attacked with pobios dogs,

' PEpRET SO, OF severely beaten

OSBORNE!

doused wi

this Image shows adark qa
krapsack The Image apoears in one of the artworks
in e eshibition

On February 11k, 19568 cver 1300 black Mempbis sanitation ﬁ
warkers began a st discrimina

Itieir
clertity, Thaugs the symbials they domus wens
mernts Frars Cht iy, Thei massags was
arythisg ber. A a tar e eere, The

smasgect at the turm of events, rescheduled the march for
e was smsassinated the night before the
g on a bakcory in Memph

On Septemiser 15, 1963 four memsrs of the KKK bombed the
1660 Street Baptist Church in Brmengham, Alasama, a cember of
the Civil Rights communty. Four woung Aftican American grls
attending Sundary schoalwere killed and 20 sthers were injured
Birmingham, often called “Bowbingham’ at that time, was the
site of many hate-related bambings

ext betore beting hung, The L
hurdreds and son traLands of oo

Thiese swarns ware alter glorified 26 s wer
smveral days 5o the entine fowr

passed in Tennesses mandating the separation of
AfTican Amer Kans frem whites on trains. Seon the
fest of the South falls in6o step. By the en of the
Ry, Afican Amercans ane b
hutels, sch v, b hixg, nestasrants, 1
public accommoadaton;

whings of Hlack Amar

larylarad fruss 1361 1F u frem

L -

@:Prez



@:Prez

el purchase
wapapers that offered
ey v

i lncal

portrayals of Afrcan American men. For esample,
this. image shows 2 dark-skined man camyng a
inapsack: The image appears i ane of the arbworis
e exhbition

L v

e ower 3,456 lynchings of Sack ser
In Maryland drom 131

. Mora than 4
ogh 1535

s, o braing, S the
it step. By the end of tne

hatels, schools, barber shops, restaurants, theskers
and ather publlic accomemdstions.

g the Civil 1
et with palice forse
olustirs were sametiss dhae g fre

froses, brreatened and sttacked with palice dogs.
dhoused with pegper spray

severely beaten

Cin February 11th, 1968 over 1300

smring. T am
vickenoe which r

Agail Sth, however, he
et while standing on a baleeny

assa

On September 15, 1963 Tour mesbers of the KKK bemtsed the
L6ith Sereet Bapaist Chusch in Binmingham, Alsbama, 3 ce
e Chvil Rights community. Faur youseg African Aserican girts
atbending Sunday school were illed and 20 sthers were Injured
Brmingram, afen calles Bombingham- st that time, was the
it o maany hate-relaness bombings.

Dr. Martin Luther Kirg Ir

= responded 1o pros
ultex in the eath of a 16 year old b
King. dismayed ot the tum of events,

‘Network of ‘Muwulug, 00 Yeara Post-Birmingham

Presented here are a few of the historical references that influenced some of the artwork in the show

black Mermphis san
cial discriminasion, pear
e, arvl Bl pn

od signs:
estens with

v Dr
Tes cheduled the march for
ated thet night betore the:
m Memphis,




Runqway Slave Notifications

During slavery, slave owners would purchase
advertisements in local newspapers that offered
rewards for the capture of runaway slaves.
Depictions of slaves consisted of stereotypical
portrayals of African American men. For example,
this image shows a dark-skinned man carrying a
knapsack. The image appears in one of the artworks
in the exhibition.
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Ku Klux Klan

The KKK was created in 1865 to promote white
Christian supremacy through terrorism and hate.
The organization adopted a burning Latin cross as
their symbol and donned robes reminiscent of some
used in Catholic ceremonies to conceal their
identity. Though the symbols they chose were
borrowed from Christianity, their message was
anything but. Although to a far lesser extent, the
KKK remains an active organization.
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Catholic robes worn during Holy Week in Seville,
Spctin.

{):Prez




Lynchmgs

The KKK was responsible for many lynchings of Black men,
women, and children. Bodies were often beaten, mutilated, shot,
and burned before being hung. The lynchings were attended by
hundreds and sometimes thousands of on-lookers as a social event.
These events were often glorified as bodies were left to hang for
several days so the entire town could witness the murder.
Photographs were sometimes taken of the lynchings to be
distributed as postcards and memorabilia. From 1882 to 1968
there were over 3,466 lynchings of Black Americans. More than 46
people were lynched in Maryland from 1861 through 1933.

{PRQN






Nt.







Jim Crow Laws

In 1870 the “Jim Crow" or segregation laws were
passed in Tennessee mandating the separation of
African Americans from whites on trains. Soon the
rest of the South falls into step. By the end of the
century, African Americans are banned from white
hotels, schools, barber shops, restaurants, theaters
and other public accommodations.
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Birmingham Baptisf Church Bom]oing

On September 15, 1963 four members of the KKK bombed the
16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama, a center of
the Civil Rights community. Four young African American girls
attending Sunday school were killed and 20 others were injured.
Birmingham, often called "Bombingham” at that time, was the
site of many hate-related bombings.
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Addie Mae Collins (14)
Carole Robertson (14)

Carol Denise McNair(11)
Cynthia Wesley(14)

@:Prezl



N
Q

x
a
s



F
-
¥ )
i
F
F
'
“®
. -#." "
”

@:Prez

.
NS 1
. l.. ‘
- 1]
40 & ."- »
‘_ d
N
: _’1
\/
11 .
p r l.
€ v

~

-
L

F“J
3

;-
#-

- Y

-

Y






ymbed the
a center of
rican girls
vere injured.
. was the

Addle Mae Coﬂms ( 4)
Carole Robertson (14)
Carol Denise McNair (11)
Cynthia Wesley (14)



I\/Iemphis Strike

On February 11th, 1968 over 1300 black Memphis sanitation ki @
workers began a strike to protest racial discrimination, poor
treatment, dangerous working conditions, and the recent
deaths of two fellow employees. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
joined the protest on March 18th where men carried signs
stating, "l am a man.” Police responded to protesters with
violence which resulted in the death of a 16 year old boy. Dr.
King, dismayed at the turn of events, rescheduled the march for
April 5th, however, he was assassinated the night before the _g
event while standing on a balcony in Memphis.
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Non-Violent Protests

Non-violent protests during the Civil Rights
Movement were often confronted with police force.
Protesters were sometimes dispersed using fire
hoses, threatened and attacked with police dogs,
doused with pepper spray, or severely beaten.
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The EX@CUhOIl Of GO_IY Gl’O.hO.m

In 1981, Gary Graham was charged with the robbery and murder of
Bobby Lambert, a white man, outside a Houston, Texas grocery store.
Graham was convicted based on the testimony of one witness, who
claimed to see Graham flee but was in her car, which was located 30 to
40 feet away. Two grocery store workers who witnessed the crime
refuted this testimony and claimed Graham'’s innocence. However,
these witnesses were never interviewed by Graham's lawyer. Graham
was executed in 2000 despite calls for a retrial from many support
groups.

Graham'’s trial and execution created racial tension in Houston.
Protesters stood outside of the penitentiary to support Graham's
innocence along side members of the KKK who called for his death.
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